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It is our hope that this Advent season will be an 
opportunity for you to intentionally meditate on the 
first and second comings of Christ. The scripture 
readings and questions that follow are meant to foster 
reflection and discussion in your heart and home.  

The questions are arranged as follows: 
1 - Children
2 - Adults
3 - Family

We also pray that no matter your age, you would 
find yourself meditating on the names and character 
of God, and that this would ignite in you a spirit of 
gratitude for our Savior this holiday season. The page 
following the daily scripture reading offers an ornament 
to color, cut out, and hang on your Christmas tree. On 
the front and back are a name of God and a verse of 
Scripture on which to meditate each day.

Have an Expectant Advent, 
a Merry Christmas, 
and a Happy New Year!  

Bedrock Leading Elders
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7Week 1 Day 1

November 28
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
    fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
    house of Judah.
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
    Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute 
    justice and righteousness in the land.
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 
    securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
    ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

1. Can you think of one promise from the Bible that God 
has made to those who will follow Jesus?

2. Do you find it hard to trust God when it seems like your 
circumstances are the exact opposite of God’s promises?

3. How can faith help bring confidence in God’s 
trustworthiness despite your feelings or circumstances?



The Lord is Our 
Righteousness

1



“In those days Judah will be 
saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: ‘The Lord 

is our righteousness.’ ”
Jeremiah 33:16



11Week 1 Day 2

November 29
Isaiah 64:1-9

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
    that the mountains might quake at your presence—
as when fire kindles brushwood
    and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
    and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From of old no one has heard
    or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
    who acts for those who wait for him.
You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
    those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;
    in our sins we have been a long time, 
    and shall we be saved?
We have all become like one who is unclean,
    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
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1. When you do something wrong do you think it is hard or 
easy to tell dad or mom? Why?

2. Do you ask God on a regular basis to expose your 
motives? Can you identify examples of doing the right 
thing but doing it with the wrong motive?

3. What were Jesus’ various motivations throughout his life 
and ministry? 

There is no one who calls upon your name,
    who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
But now, O Lord, you are our Father;
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;
    we are all the work of your hand.
Be not so terribly angry, O Lord,
    and remember not iniquity forever.
    Behold, please look, we are all your people.

Deliverer
2



Deliverer
2



“and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come.”
1 Thessalonians 1:10



15Week 1 Day 3

November 30
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all 
    the joy that we feel for your sake before our God,
as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see 
    you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith?
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, 
    direct our way to you,
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 
    for one another and for all, as we do for you,
so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
    before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
    Jesus with all his saints.

1. Do you know anyone who often talks about Jesus and 
loves people like Jesus did?

2. Does your life reflect a desire for people to know Jesus 
as a result of your works and words?

3. How can you bring joy into the lives of others?

“and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come.”
1 Thessalonians 1:10



Light of the 
World

1
Son of Man

3



“For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.”

Luke 19:10



19Week 1 Day 4

December 1
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
    Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
    grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 
    and all knowledge —
even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed 
    among you —
so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the 
    revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 
    Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship 
    of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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1. Can you think of a situation in which you were scared, 
but as soon as your mom or dad arrived, your fear went 
away? Why do you find confidence when your parents are 
with you?

2. In what ways can the faithfulness of God encourage you 
during times of your unfaithfulness?

3. How can grace and peace serve as anchors in a world in 
which neither are generally esteemed?

Light of the World
4



Light of the World
4



“Again Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, ‘I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me 

will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.’ ”

John 8:12



23Week 1 Day 5

December 2
Luke 21:25-36

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
    the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the 
    roaring of the sea and the waves,
people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 
    coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens 
    will be shaken.
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
    with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up 
    and raise your heads, because your redemption 
    is drawing near.”
And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, 
    and all the trees.
As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves 
    and know that the summer is already near.
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
    that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until 
    all has taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
    not pass away.

“Again Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, ‘I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me 

will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.’ ”

John 8:12
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1. Who do you run to when you are afraid?

2. In what ways does your redemption as a Christian bring 
you hope during darks times?

3. As fallen people continue to reject and rebel against 
God, do you find yourself being influenced more by the 
fallen or by the Redeemer?

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down 
    with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, 
    and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.
For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 
    the whole earth.
But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have 
    strength to escape all these things that are going to 
    take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

5
Redeemer



5
Redeemer



“For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and at the last he will 

stand upon the earth.” 
Job 19:25



27Week 1 Day 6

December 3
Psalm 25:1-9

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
    let me not be put to shame;
    let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
    teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
    for you are the God of my salvation;
    for you I wait all the day long.
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love,
    for they have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
    according to your steadfast love remember me,
    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord;
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
    and teaches the humble his way.

“For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and at the last he will 

stand upon the earth.” 
Job 19:25
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1. Who do you run to when you are afraid?

2. In what ways does your redemption as a Christian bring 
you hope during darks times?

3. As fallen people continue to reject and rebel against 
God, do you find yourself being influenced more by the 
fallen or by the Redeemer?

6
Advocate
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Advocate



“My little children, I am 
writing these things to 

you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.”

1 John 2:1



31Week 1 Day 7

December 4
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like 
    a flock. You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
    shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
    stir up your might and come to save us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, 
    that we may be saved!
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with 
    your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them 
    tears to drink in full measure.
You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
    and our enemies laugh among themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, 
    that we may be saved!
 – –
They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down;
    may they perish at the rebuke of your face!
But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
    the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!
Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, 
    and we will call upon your name

“My little children, I am 
writing these things to 

you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.”

1 John 2:1
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1. Do you know God loves you so much that he wants you 
to become what he created you to be? What do you think 
God wants you to be?

2. A maturing Christian is one who receive the correction 
of God and repents. Are you more inclined to resist God’s 
rebuke or to repent? Why?

3. We are given access to the throne of grace and yet 
sometimes we refuse that access. What value do you see in 
asking God to help you to stop resisting Him?



Good Shepherd
7
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“I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep.” 
John 10:11
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37 Day 1Week 2

December 5
Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
    Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod 
    being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch 
    of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
    tetrarch of Abilene,
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
    the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah 
    in the wilderness.
And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
    proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
    forgiveness of sins.
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
    prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
    shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
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1. Why do we need to repent, be baptized and forgiven of 
our sins?

2. A man of importance traveling in the wilderness would 
have other people clear the path of debris and obstructions 
for easy passage. How can we, in a spiritual sense, prepare 
our hearts for Jesus? 

3. What is the significance of baptism and why is it 
necessary? What are ways you can extend forgiveness to 
yourself and others? 



Bridegro�
8



“And Jesus said to them, ‘Can 
the wedding guests mourn as 

long as the bridegroom is 
with them? The days will 

come when the bridegroom is 
taken away from them, and 

then they will fast.’ ”
Matthew 9:15



41Week 2 Day 2

December 6
Malachi 3:1–4

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
    before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
    come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant 
    in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the 
    LORD of hosts.
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 
    stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 
    like fullers’ soap.
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
    purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
    silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness 
    to the LORD.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
    to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
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1. How do you prepare the way of your heart before 
meeting with the Lord? Why is it necessary to reflect and 
repent before the Lord?

2. A Messenger can bring you good news or bad news. How 
might the news that Jesus is coming be good news? How 
might this be bad news?

3. The prophet speaks of a Lord who is both coming and 
purifying. What does purifying your life before the Lord 
look like?



Lion of Judah
9



“And one of the elders said to me, 
‘Weep no more; behold, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open 

the scroll and its seven seals.’ ”
Revelation 5:5



45Week 2 Day 3

December 7
Isaiah 40:1–11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
    warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
    that she has received from the LORD’s hand double 
    for all her sins.
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
    LORD; make straight in the desert a highway 
    for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
    be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh 
    shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD 
    has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh 
    is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the 
    LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
    God will stand forever.
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1. Verse 4 says that every valley would be lifted up and ever 
hill made low.  What does this mean? How did we see this 
happen when Jesus came?

2. Read verses 1 and 2 “tenderly.” Read verse 9 “loudly.” 
Read verse 5 “quietly.” Why might God us different voices 
to speak to us?

3. Verse 9 speaks of Jerusalem becoming a “Herald of 
Good News.” How could you be a herald of good news this 
Christmas season?

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
    lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 
    good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm 
    rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 
    recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
    lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
    gently lead those that are with young.



Beloved Son
10



“and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.’ ”
Matthew 3:17



49Week 2 Day 4

December 8
Philippians 1:3–11

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 
    with joy,
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
    day until now. 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
    you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I 
    hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me 
    of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
    and confirmation of the gospel.
For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the 
    affection of Christ Jesus.
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
    more, with knowledge and all discernment, 
so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure 
    and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
    Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
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1. Sadly, Christmas can often become a time where we 
focus on ourselves. How can we focus on Jesus and others 
first this advent season?

2. Name some good works that Jesus has done in you and 
for you. How does it feel knowing that Jesus is not finished 
doing good works in you?

3. During this advent season what are some practical 
ways your love can abound more and more? How does 
knowledge and discernment play a part in abounding love?



Great �gh Priest 
11



“Since then we have a great high 
priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 

us hold fast our confession.”
Hebrews 4:14



53Week 2 Day 5

December 9
2 Peter 3:8–15

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the 
    Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
    as one day.
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
    slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
    should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
    the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
    bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 
    and the works that are done on it will be exposed.
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
    people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
    because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
    dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 
But according to his promise we are waiting for new 
    heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, 
    be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, 
    and at peace.
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 
    beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the 
    wisdom given him,
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1. Verse 15 instructs us to “Count the patience of our Lord 
as salvation.” How do we take on this perspective in our 
lives? How could this perspective help us to love others?

2. If Jesus were to come back today what do you think you 
would you say to him? What questions would you ask him?

3. A result of knowing the Lord will return is that we are to 
prepare. Read verse 14. What are ways you can be found 
without spot and in perfect peace? Are there areas of your 
life you need to repent?

Mighty God
12



Mighty God
12



“For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6



57Week 2 Day 6

December 10
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Lord, you were favorable to your land;
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
    you covered all their sin. Selah
– –
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
    for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
    but let them not turn back to folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
    that glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
    righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
    and righteousness looks down from the sky.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
    and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
    and make his footsteps a way.

“For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6
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1. The passage says that the Lord gives what is good. What 
are some things in your life that are good and that you’re 
thankful for? How can you express your thanks to God? 

2. What does “fearing God” mean? What does the fear of 
the Lord bring about in the life of believers?

3. Do we want to hear what the Lord God will speak? What 
impact does hearing the Lord speak “peace, righteousness, 
and faithfulness” to you, have in your life?



Cornerstone
13



“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone.” 

Psalm 118:22



61Week 2 Day 7

December 11
Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
    the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
    who will prepare your way,
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming 
    a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
    out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
    Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather 
    belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 
And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
    mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
    worthy to stoop down and untie. 
I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 
    with the Holy Spirit.”
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1. Who came after John the Baptist that was mightier than 
him? In what ways is Jesus mighty and powerful? 

2. Today we talk about how the Gospel is offensive, but 
it also is a Word that gives life and draws people in. Who 
in your life needs to hear the Gospel, and how might you 
present it to them in a way that shows them the freedom 
and peace it offers? 

3. We see that people, immediately after hearing the 
word from John, followed up with an act of obedience in 
baptism. How is God calling you to be obedient to His 
Word this season?



I Am
14
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“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, 
I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I am.’ ”
John 8:58



65

R E J O I C E

I N  T H E

C O M I N G

O F  T H E

L O R D

Week 3



67 Day 1Week 3

December 12
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!
    Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
    O daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
    he has cleared away your enemies.
    The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall never again fear evil.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion;
    let not your hands grow weak.
The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 
    save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet 
    you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
    so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.
    And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
    and I will change their shame into praise and 
    renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather 
    you together; for I will make you renowned and praised 
    among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
    fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord.
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1. Who is your most favorite person to be with and why?

2. What does it mean for you today, that the Lord has 
“taken away the judgements” against you?  What does it 
mean for your future?

3. How does the fact that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, 
make you grateful? 



Prince of Peace 
15



“For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6



71Week 3 Day 2

December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
    to bring good news to the poor;
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
    the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
    that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
    the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
They shall build up the ancient ruins;
    they shall raise up the former devastations;
    they shall repair the ruined cities,
    the devastations of many generations.
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1. How can you follow the example of Jesus’ compassionate 
heart today?

2. Give thanks to God for a time in your life when he moved 
you from mourning to gladness. 

3. When/How did Jesus fulfill vs 1 during His earthly 
ministry? Be specific.

Resurrection 
and the Life

16



Resurrection 
and the Life

16



“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live,’ ”
John 11:25



75Week 3 Day 3

December 14
Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
    we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;
    then they said among the nations,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the Negeb!
Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
    shall come home with shouts of joy, 
    bringing his sheaves with him.

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live,’ ”
John 11:25

1. Share some of the “great things” that God has done 
for you.

2. What aspect of the ancient Israelites return from 
exile would be most exciting?

3. What do these verses say about the restoring work 
of God?
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Wonderful 
Counselor



“For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6



79Week 3 Day 4

December 15
Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
    The Lord is at hand; 
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
    prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
    requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
    will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6

1. What does it mean to rejoice in the Lord? What are 
various ways, we can give our praise?

2. Do you generally find it difficult or easy to “rejoice in 
the Lord”?

3. Has your joy in Him varied throughout your life? Why 
or why not?
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Lord of All



“Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

Philippians 2:9-11



83Week 3 Day 5

December 16
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
    in Christ Jesus for you. 
Do not quench the Spirit. 
Do not despise prophecies, 
but test everything; hold fast what is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil.
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
    completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 
    be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

“Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

Philippians 2:9-11

1. What kind of things should we pray about? 

2. Does this passage mean something different to you 
during this Advent season than it might the rest of the 
year? Why or why not?

3. What do you need to turn over to the “God of peace” 
today?  
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Faithful and True



“Then I saw heaven opened, and 
behold, a white horse! The one 

sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he 

judges and makes war.” 
Revelation 19:11
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December 17
John 1:19-28

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
    priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
    “Who are you?” 
He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
    “I am not the Christ.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
    He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
    And he answered, “No.” 
So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
    answer to those who sent us. What do you 
    say about yourself?” 
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
    ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ 
    as the prophet Isaiah said.”
(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
    neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
    stands one you do not know,
even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal 
    I am not worthy to untie.” 
These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
    where John was baptizing.
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1. Do you naturally want to be in a “leading role” or a 
supporting role”?  Why? 

2. What does John’s admission say about his character and 
motivation?

3. What needs to happen today for “Christ to increase and 
you to decrease”(John 3:30) in your life? 20
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“They will make war on the Lamb, 
and the Lamb will conquer them, for 
he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.” 

Revelation 17:14
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December 18
Matthew 1:18-21

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
    When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
    before they came together she was found to be with 
    child from the Holy Spirit. 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 
    to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
    Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 
    son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 
    for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
    for he will save his people from their sins.”  “They will make war on the Lamb, 

and the Lamb will conquer them, for 
he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.” 

Revelation 17:14
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1. If an Angel came and spoke to you what would your first 
reaction be? The word angel means "messenger". How can 
you be like this angel this Christmas with the greatest 
message of all?

2. Joseph finds himself seeing conflict at the same time 
that God sees peace and salvation. How can you develop 
in seeing the world and your circumstances through God’s 
eyes?

3. Take a moment to share what it means to each of you 
that God has saved his people from their sins.



Mighty One
21
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“...and you shall know 
that I, the Lord, am your 

Savior and your 
Redeemer, the Mighty 

One of Jacob.” 
Isaiah 60:16b
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December 19
Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 
    among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
    for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
    forth is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
    who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his 
    brothers shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the 
    strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
    the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, 
    for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.
And he shall be their peace.

1. Who will come forth out of the town of Bethlehem?

2. Do you abide and experience His peace on a daily basis?

3. Though Bethlehem is small, the birth of the Messiah 
forever placed this town on the map.  We know that Jesus 
will bring peace, but what does verse 5 mean when it says, 
Jesus will be their peace?



Messiah
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“He first found his own 
brother Simon and said 
to him, ‘We have found 

the Messiah’ (which 
means Christ).” 

John 1:41
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December 20
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had 
    given him rest from all his surrounding enemies,
the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
    house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”
And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your 
    heart, for the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan,
“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would 
    you build me a house to dwell in?
I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
    people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
    moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 
In all places where I have moved with all the people of 
    Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, 
    whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
    saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 
    ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, 
    from following the sheep, that you should be prince over 
    my people Israel.
And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut 
    off all your enemies from before you. And I will 
    make for you a great name, like the name of the 
    great ones of the earth. 
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1. Why does King David want to build a new house for the 
ark of God?

2. David’s desire to build a new home for the ark was a 
generous offering to the Lord, yet God denied the offering. 
What does it say about David’s heart that he wanted to do 
more than what was requested of him? Are you doing the 
bear minimum in your faithfulness and love to God? 

3. What does it say about David that he is contemplating 
the house he lives in and desires to build a better place 
for the Lord? How can you honor God as a family for the 
blessings he has given you?

And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
    plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and 
    be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them 
    no more, as formerly,
from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
    Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
    Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 
    make you a house. 
– –
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
    forever before me. Your throne shall be 
    established forever.’”
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Everlasting 

Father



“For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:6
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December 21
Hebrews 10: 5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
    “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
    but a body have you prepared for me;
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
    you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
    as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 
    pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
    offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 
    according to the law), 
then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He 
    does away with the first in order to establish the second. 
And by that will we have been sanctified through the 
    offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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1. Why does Jesus dying on the cross put an end to the 
need for sacrifices and offerings commanded by the law?

2. What does knowing you have been sanctified through 
the offering of Jesus Christ once and for all, mean to you? 
(vs. 10)

3. What is the difference between Jesus being sacrificed 
on the cross, and the offerings and sacrifices given in 
obedience to the law?
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Lamb of God
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“The next day he saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and 

said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!’ ”
John 1:29
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December 22
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
    with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to 
    all generations.
For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever;
    in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 
You have said, “I have made a covenant with my 
    chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant:
‘I will establish your offspring forever,
    and build your throne for all generations.’”
– –
Of old you spoke in a vision to your godly one, and said:
    “I have granted help to one who is mighty;
    I have exalted one chosen from the people.
I have found David, my servant;
    with my holy oil I have anointed him,
so that my hand shall be established with him;
    my arm also shall strengthen him.
The enemy shall not outwit him;
    the wicked shall not humble him.
I will crush his foes before him
    and strike down those who hate him.
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1. What are some of the promises God made to his servant 
David?

2. David was chosen by God to fulfill His greater plan.  How 
can you be faithful to God where he currently has you?

3. God cherishes David and promises great things for him. 
What does it tells us about God that he would choose the 
smallest and youngest of Jesse’s children?

My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,
    and in my name shall his horn be exalted.
I will set his hand on the sea
    and his right hand on the rivers.
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’



Bread of Life 
25



“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of 
life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me 

shall never thirst.’ ” 
John 6:35
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December 23
Psalm 98:1-9

Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things!
    His right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his 
    righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
    to the house of Israel.
    All the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
    with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
    the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands;
    let the hills sing for joy together
before the Lord, for he comes
    to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world with righteousness,
    and the peoples with equity.
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Rock
26

1. Why has God not blessed His people?

2. What has to change for God to restore His people and 
give them freedom from their enemies?

3. Are there areas of your life that you need to surrender 
so God can restore?



Rock
26



“The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my 
God, my rock, in whom I take 

refuge, my shield, and the horn 
of my salvation, my stronghold.”

Psalm 18:2
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December 24
Luke 1:39-55
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 
    country, to a town in Judah, 
and she entered the house of Zechariah and 
    greeted Elizabeth. 
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
    leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
    the Holy Spirit, 
and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
    women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
    should come to me? 
For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my 
    ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
    fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
    For behold, from now on all generations will 
    call me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name.
And his mercy is for those who fear him
    from generation to generation.

“The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my 
God, my rock, in whom I take 

refuge, my shield, and the horn 
of my salvation, my stronghold.”

Psalm 18:2



118

1. The passage says that the Lord gives what is good. What 
are some things in your life that are good and that you’re 
thankful for? How can you express your thanks to God? 

2. What does “fearing God” mean? What does the fear of 
the Lord bring about in the life of believers?

3. Do you want to hear what the Lord God will speak? What 
impact does hearing the Lord speak “peace, righteousness, 
and faithfulness” to you, have in your life?

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
    proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
    and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
as he spoke to our fathers,
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”



Savior
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“For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord.”
Luke 2:11
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December 25
Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
    a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
    of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
    the Lord is with you!” 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
    discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
    you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
    son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
    Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
    throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
    kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 
    since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
    upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
    overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
    be called holy—the Son of God.
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1. Does Mary believe the message that angel Gabriel bring 
to her about the birth of Jesus?

2. How has the truth and completion of this promise to 
Mary, changed your life?

3. In verse 37 it says, “For no word from God will ever 
fail”. Between the message provided in this passage and 
the truth given throughout scripture, how does this verse 
resonate  with you?

And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
    conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her 
    who was called barren. 
For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
    let it be to me according to your word.” 
    And the angel departed from her.



Immanuel
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“Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel.”
Isaiah 7:14



Romans 16:25-27

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to 
    my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according 
    to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret 
    for long ages 
but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
    writings has been made known to all nations, according 
    to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
    the obedience of faith — 
to the only wise God be glory forevermore through 
    Jesus Christ! Amen.

1. God’s plan to save his people is fulfilled through sending 
His son. What do you think the people thought when they 
saw the prophecy fulfilled?

2. God establishes the completion of what the prophets 
had proclaimed. How can you take this message like Paul 
to those in your circles of influence?

3. Paul proclaims the message of Jesus Christ that now 
brings hope to the Gentiles, not just the Jews. How can 
your family share this hope with those around you?

December 26
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