TOWARD THE
PROMISED LAND
VOLUME 3 • LEARNER GUIDE

Unit 7, Session 1

Joshua and
Caleb
Numbers 13–14

Story Point: Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the promised land.

God’s people were almost to the promised
land. God told Moses to send men to scout
out the land of Canaan. So Moses sent out
one leader from each family tribe. Moses told
the leaders to see what the land was like.
Moses urged the scouts to be courageous.
So the twelve scouts traveled throughout the
land for 40 days.
Then they went back to tell Moses, Aaron,
and the other Israelites what they saw. “The
land is good,” they said. “But the people who
live there are strong, and the cities they live in
are large and well protected.”
Then Caleb, one of the men sent to scout
out the land, said, “We must go up and take
possession of the land! We can certainly
conquer it with God’s help!”
But other men disagreed. “We can’t go up

against the people! They are stronger than we
are.” The people were afraid.
The Israelites said, “Let’s choose a new
leader and go back to Egypt!” Joshua and
Caleb tore their clothes and said again, “The
land we explored is extremely good land. If
the Lord is pleased with us, He will give it to
us. Don’t be afraid of the people living in the
land; God is with us!”
God said the Israelites would wander in the
wilderness and would not enter the promised
land. Only Joshua, Caleb, and the children of
Israel would one day enter the land.
Christ Connection: The Israelites rebelled
against God because they did not trust Him.
Jesus trusted God perfectly. He took the
punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion
against God. When we trust in Jesus, God
forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing blanks of the Bible story.

Words: 12, 40, Caleb, conquer, courageous, God, good, Joshua, strong, trust
•

Moses urged the scouts to be ________________ .

•

The ______ scouts traveled through the land for ______ days.

•

“The land is ________ ,” they said. “But the people are __________.”

•

_________ said, “We can ____________ it with __________’s help!”

•

The men were afraid. __________ and Caleb said, “God is with us!”

• 
God

said that the Israelites who did not ________ God would never
enter the land.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why weren’t Joshua and Caleb afraid to enter the promised land?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites rebelled against God because they did not trust Him. Jesus trusted God perfectly.
He took the punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion against God. When we trust in Jesus,
God forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• What did the Israelites think would happen if they entered the
promised land?

• Why did God keep the Israelites who didn’t trust him from entering the
promised land?

• Why can we trust God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites rebelled against God because they did not trust Him. Jesus trusted God perfectly.
He took the punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion against God. When we trust in Jesus,
God forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Proverbs 3:5-6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God for courage to follow Him even when you
feel afraid.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Numbers 14:3

❏❏

Psalm 18:40

❏❏

Hebrews 3:16-19

❏❏

Psalm 91:14

❏❏

Psalm 9:10

❏❏

1 Corinthians 15:57
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Unit 7, Session 2

The Bronze
Snake
Numbers 20–21

Story Point: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be healed.

The Israelites did not trust God to lead
them into the promised land, so God
punished them and made them wander in the
wilderness for 40 years. Along the way, the
Israelites grumbled and complained that they
did not have water to drink.
God told Moses and Aaron to stand in
front of all the people and speak to a rock.
God said water would come out of the rock.
Instead of talking to the rock, Moses hit the
rock two times with his staff. The water came
out and the people and animals drank. But
God was angry that Moses and Aaron did not
obey His instructions or believe His power.
So God said Moses and Aaron would not lead
the Israelites into the promised land.
The Israelites continued through the
wilderness. The people continued to grumble
and complain. God disciplined His people

by sending venomous snakes that bit the
Israelites, and many of the people died. Some
of the people realized they had sinned by
complaining to God, so they told Moses,
“Please ask God to take the snakes away.”
God told Moses, “Make a snake image and
put it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten
looks at it, he will recover.” Moses made
a bronze snake and mounted it on a pole.
Whenever someone was bitten, that person
looked at the bronze snake, and recovered.
Christ Connection: The Israelites faced a huge
problem because of their sin. God sent snakes to
punish Israel, but anyone who was bitten could
look at the bronze snake on the pole and live.
Because of our sin, we face a huge problem: we
are separated from God. We deserve to die, but
anyone who looks to Jesus on the cross and trusts
in Him will live forever with God.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use the letters from the phrase BRONZE SNAKE to spell the words that
match these definitions.

• __________________

: separated into parts of pieces by being hit

or damaged
• __________________

: shoe with a rubber sole designed to wear

while playing sports
• 
__________________

: an African animal that looks like a horse
with black and white stripes

•

__________________ : to remove something written on a surface

•

__________________ : a building where people keep their money

• __________________

: a large strip of cloth with a design, picture,

or writing on it

• What does this story teach us about God?
• What did God provide for His people to be healed?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites faced a huge problem because of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but
anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze snake on the pole and live. Because of our sin,
we face a huge problem: we are separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone who looks to
Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever with God.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did God send snakes to bite the Israelites?

• How does the bronze snake remind us of Jesus?

• How are we like the Israelites who were bitten by snakes?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites faced a huge problem because of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but
anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze snake on the pole and live. Because of our sin,
we face a huge problem: we are separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone who looks to
Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever with God.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Proverbs 3:5-6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking Him to be with you think week. Thank Him for
sending His Son to be our Healer and Savior..

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Proverbs 3:11-12

❏❏

Isaiah 11:10

❏❏

John 3:14

❏❏

John 8:28

❏❏

Isaiah 45:22

❏❏

John 12:34
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Unit 7, Session 3

Balaam and
Balak
Numbers 22–24

Story Point: God commanded Balaam to bless His people.

The Israelites came to the edge of the
promised land. They camped in the plains
of Moab. Balak, the king of Moab, saw the
Israelites and was afraid. King Balak sent his
messengers to a man named Balaam. The king
said, “Come and curse the Israelites so that I
might be able to defeat them.”

The angel said, “It’s all right for you to
go. But you must only say what I tell you.”
Balaam told the king that God had blessed
the Israelites. So Balaam blessed them too. In
fact, he blessed them three times.
Before Balaam went home, he had a
special message for the king. Balaam said that
one day a powerful king would be born to the
people of Israel. After Balaam had said these
things, he went home.

When Balaam went with the king’s
officials, God sent an angel to stop Balaam.
Balaam could not see the angel, but his
donkey could. Three times the angel stood in
Christ Connection: Balaam could not curse
the way, and three times the donkey stopped.
God’s people. God had blessed the Israelites, so
Balaam didn’t understand why the donkey was
Balaam blessed them too. Fourteen hundred
stopping. He hit the donkey with his stick, so
years after Balaam announced God’s promise,
God gave the donkey the ability to speak.
Jesus was born. God sent Jesus to bless the whole
God then allowed Balaam to see the angel, world by rescuing people from sin.
and Balaam said, “I was wrong. I didn’t know
you were trying to stop me. If you don’t think
I should go, I’ll return home right now.”
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Write or draw two ways you could bless someone this week:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What special message did Balaam share about the future?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Balaam could not curse God’s people. God had blessed the Israelites, so Balaam blessed them too.
Fourteen hundred years after Balaam announced God’s promise, Jesus was born. God sent Jesus to
bless the whole world by rescuing people from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think King Balak wanted Balaam to curse the Israelites?

• How did God protect His people? What protection does God give us?

• How can we use our words for God’s glory?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Balaam could not curse God’s people. God had blessed the Israelites, so Balaam blessed them too.
Fourteen hundred years after Balaam announced God’s promise, Jesus was born. God sent Jesus to
bless the whole world by rescuing people from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Proverbs 3:5-6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking Him to help you honor Him and bless others
with your words..

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Numbers 22:1-3

❏❏

Romans 12:14

❏❏

Psalm 138:7

❏❏

1 Peter 3:9

❏❏

James 3:9-10

❏❏

1 Corinthians 4:12
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Unit 7, Session 4

Moses’ Farewell
Deuteronomy 31–34

Story Point: Moses reminded the people to keep God’s covenant.

Moses was old, and he knew he would
not enter the promised land. So Moses
gave the Israelites a message. God would
go before them and defeat their enemies.
Moses explained that Joshua would be their
new leader.
Then Moses wrote down God’s law and
gave it to the priests. He told the priests to
read the law to the people every seven years.
This way, the people would listen, remember,
and follow the law, and they could teach it to
their children.
God told Moses and Joshua to go to the
tabernacle. The Lord appeared in a thick
cloud and made Joshua the Israelites’ new
leader. “Be strong and courageous,” God said
to Joshua. “You will bring the Israelites into
the promised land, and I will be with you.”

Finally, Moses blessed all of the tribes of
Israel and praised God. Then Moses went to
the top of a mountain where he could see the
promised land across the Jordan River. Moses
died there and was buried, and the Israelites
wept. Then the people turned to Joshua, their
new leader who would take them into the
land God promised.
Christ Connection: Moses was a good leader
for God’s people. No other prophet in Israel was
like Moses—until Jesus came. The Bible says
Jesus deserves more glory than Moses. Jesus is our
perfect leader. He died and was raised so that
Moses and every believer in all of time can enter
the promised land of God’s kingdom.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing letters from today’s story point:
___ O ___ E ___   ___ E ___ I ___ ___ E ___   ___ ___ E
___ E O ___ ___ E   ___ O   ___ E E ___   ___ O ___ ’ ___
___ O ___ E ___ A ___ ___ .

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What did Moses want God’s people to remember?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Moses was a good leader for God’s people. No other prophet in Israel was like Moses—until Jesus
came. The Bible says Jesus deserves more glory than Moses. Jesus is our perfect leader. He died and
was raised so that Moses and every believer in all of time can enter the promised land of God’s
kingdom.
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APPLY the Story

• What did Moses say God would do for the Israelites?

• Why is it important to remember God’s Word?

• What do you think is the most important thing you can do in your life?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Moses was a good leader for God’s people. No other prophet in Israel was like Moses—until Jesus
came. The Bible says Jesus deserves more glory than Moses. Jesus is our perfect leader. He died and
was raised so that Moses and every believer in all of time can enter the promised land of God’s
kingdom..
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APPLY the Story

• Find Proverbs 3:5-6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for giving us everything we need to
follow His plan.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Deuteronomy 33:29

❏❏

Romans 9:15

❏❏

Romans 15:4

❏❏

Hebrews 3:1

❏❏

Ephesians 5:15-17

❏❏

Deuteronomy 6:12
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Unit 8, Session 1

Crossing the
Jordan
Joshua 1–4

Story Point: God held back the Jordan River for His people to cross.

After wandering in the wilderness for 40
years, it was time for the remaining people
to enter Canaan. God chose Joshua to be the
new leader of Israel. God told Joshua, “Be
strong and courageous.”
Now the only thing keeping the Israelites
from the land God promised to them was the
Jordan River. The Israelites could never get
across on their own. But God was going to
help them. The priests carried the ark of God
ahead of the people to the edge of the river.
The rest of the Israelites followed behind the
ark.
The priests carrying the ark took a step
into the river. God made the water stop! The
priests stood on dry ground in the middle of
the river, and all of the Israelites crossed safely
on dry ground.
God told Joshua, “Tell the people to take

12 stones from the middle of the river. Put
them down where they spend the night
tonight.”
God wanted the stones to be a memorial.
In the future, people could tell their children
that God stopped the water, and everyone
would know that God is mighty.
The Israelites did exactly what God told
them to do. The priests with the ark crossed
the river, and the water began to flow again.
At last, God’s people were in the promised
land!
Christ Connection: God went ahead of Joshua
and the Israelites into the promised land. He
showed His power to them so they would trust
in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed
His power so people would trust in Him and be
saved from sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Think about one of your favorite memories. Then answer these questions:
•

Who was there?

•

What happened?

•

When did this happen?

•

What did you do?

•

Why did this happen?

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What was the importance of the memorial stones?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God went ahead of Joshua and the Israelites into the promised land. He showed His power to
them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed His power so people
would trust in Him and be saved from sin..
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APPLY the Story

• How do you think Joshua and the Israelites felt as they entered the promised
land?

• What did the Israelites do to remember what God had done for them? How
can we remember what Jesus has done for us?

• How can we trust God and move forward even when we feel afraid?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God went ahead of Joshua and the Israelites into the promised land. He showed His power to
them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed His power so people
would trust in Him and be saved from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Deuteronomy 31:8 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for sending Jesus to save us from
our sin.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Joshua 1:5

❏❏

1 John 5:4

❏❏

2 Timothy 2:8

❏❏

Psalm 29:3

❏❏

2 Chronicles 20:12

❏❏

Psalm 136:6
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Unit 8, Session 2

The Battle of
Jericho
Joshua 2; 6

Story Point: God brought down the walls of Jericho.

The Israelites finally arrived at the
promised land. Now God’s people had to go
to battle against their enemies, and they had
to win. Joshua sent two spies into Jericho.
The spies stayed at the house of a woman
named Rahab. Rahab had heard about God
and believed in Him. She wanted to help His
people. When the king of Jericho was looking
for the spies, she hid the men on her roof.
Rahab said, “Please be kind to my family
since I have been kind to you. When you
attack Jericho, please do not kill us.” So the
spies promised to keep Rahab and her family
safe, and they left Jericho. Rahab tied a red
rope in her window so the Israelites would
know which house she lived in.
God told Joshua to lead the people to
march around the city one time each day
for six days. On the seventh day, they would
march around the city seven times, and the

priests would blow the trumpets. All the
people would shout, and the walls of Jericho
would fall down. Then the Israelites could go
into the city and take over. So they marched
one time every day for six days.
On the seventh day, the Israelites got up
early and marched around the city seven
times. The people shouted, and the wall fell
down flat. The Israelites went into the city
and captured it. They kept Rahab and her
family safe because she had helped the spies.
Christ Connection: By faith Rahab believed
God would win the battle, and she asked the
spies to show mercy to her family and keep them
safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab
and her family received mercy and became part
of God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and
death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus receives
mercy and becomes part of God’s family forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use these words to fill in the missing portions of the Bible story: Jericho,
march, Rahab, seven, shout, trumpets, two, walls.

Joshua sent ________ spies into Jericho to see what it was like. The
spies stayed at the house of a woman named __________. Rahab
wanted to help God’s people. She said, “When you attack _________,
please do not kill us.” So the spies promised to keep Rahab and
her family safe. God told Joshua to lead the people to __________
around the city one time each day for six days. On the seventh day,
they would march around the city __________ times, and the pirests
would blow the ___________. All the people would __________, and
the __________ of Jericho would fall down.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What was surprising about God’s battle plan?

CHRIST CONNECTION
By faith Rahab believed God would win the battle, and she asked the spies to show mercy to her
family and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family received
mercy and became part of God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and death. Everyone who trusts
in Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of God’s family forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Who showed faith in today’s Bible story? How can we show faith?

• How did God’s plan for the Israelites to take over Jericho bring Him glory?

• How does God fight for us today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
By faith Rahab believed God would win the battle, and she asked the spies to show mercy to her
family and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family received
mercy and became part of God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and death. Everyone who trusts
in Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of God’s family forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Deuteronomy 31:8 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for providing for you and your family. If
you have a specific need, ask God to provide and then trust Him to do it.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Hebrews 11:30-31

❏❏

James 2:25

❏❏

Deuteronomy 20:4

❏❏

Mark 11:22-24

❏❏

Proverbs 21:31

❏❏

Isaiah 28:5
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Unit 8, Session 3

Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

Story Point: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.

God was with His people as they entered
the promised land. One day, the Israelites
came to a place ruled by five kings. The king
of Jerusalem called to the other four kings in
the land. He said to them, “Help me attack
Gibeon because it has made peace with
Joshua and the people of Israel.” So the five
kings joined forces and went up with all their
armies to fight against Gibeon.
The men of Gibeon sent a message to
Joshua: “Help us!” So Joshua and his whole
army went to Gibeon. The Lord said to
Joshua, “Do not be afraid of the kings, for
I have handed them over to you.” As the
Israelites fought, God confused the kings’
armies and helped Israel defeat their enemies.
The five kings’ armies fled. The Lord sent hail
from the sky to stop them.
Joshua needed more time to fight before
the sun went down. So Joshua prayed to God,

“Sun, stand still, and moon, over the valley.”
The sun stood still and the moon stopped
until Israel and Gibeon defeated the kings.
God fought for His people and helped
Joshua and the Israelites conquer the land
God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.God gave the Israelites peace and rest
from their enemies for many years. When
Joshua was old, he reminded the Israelites
about all the great things God had done for
them. The people said, “We will worship the
Lord, because He is our God.”
Christ Connection: Joshua’s name means
“The Lord is salvation.” God fought for Joshua
and the Israelites, saving them and giving them
victory over their enemies. Sinners can look to
God for victory over sin and death. God brought
us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on
the cross and rise again.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• In the space below, design a battle flag of your own.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Who deserves credit for the Israelites’ victory?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Joshua’s name means “The Lord is salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving
them and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners can look to God for victory over sin and
death. God brought us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise again.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 8, Session 3

27

APPLY the Story

• What did Joshua do when he needed help in the battle? What do you do
when you need help?

• God gave His people victory in a physical battle. In what way does God give
us victory?

• Does God always answer our prayers? Why or why not?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Joshua’s name means “The Lord is salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving
them and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners can look to God for victory over sin and
death. God brought us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise again.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Deuteronomy 31:8 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for winning the ultimate battle over our
enemies through Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Psalm 34:17

❏❏

Luke 11:9

❏❏

1 Corinthians 15:57

❏❏

Psalm 30:10

❏❏

Psalm 145:18-19

❏❏

Psalm 37:40
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Easter, Session 2

Jesus’ Crucifixion
and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28

Story Point: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat death.

Jesus was arrested and led to the high
priest. The high priest asked, “Are You the
Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus replied, “Yes,
that’s right.” The high priest said, “He has
spoken against God! He deserves to die!”
In the morning, the religious leaders led
Jesus to Pilate, the governor. “Are You the
King of the Jews?” Pilate asked. Yes, that’s
right,” Jesus replied. “What should I do with
Jesus?” Pilate asked the crowd. “Crucify
Him!” they answered.
The governor’s soldiers beat Jesus and led
Him away to be killed. The soldiers nailed
Jesus to a cross. Two criminals were crucified
next to Him. Jesus died.
Jesus was buried in a tomb. A stone was
sealed in front of the tomb. On the third day,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to the tomb. Suddenly an angel of the Lord

rolled back the stone and sat on it. The angel
spoke to the women, “Don’t be afraid! I know
you are looking for Jesus. He is not here. He
has risen, just like He said He would.”
The women ran to tell the disciples the
good news. Just then Jesus greeted them.
“Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told them. “Tell My
followers to go to Galilee. They will see Me
there.”
Christ Connection: The death and
resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel.
We deserve to die because of our sin, but Jesus
died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do
not need to fear anything. Those who trust in
Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we
can joyfully obey Him.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Number the events in the order they happened:
•

_____: Soldiers nailed to Jesus to a cross. He died.

•

_____: A crowd grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.

•

_____: On the third day, Jesus rose form the dead.

•

_____: Pilate handed over Jesus to the crowd to be crucified.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why is it important that Jesus is alive?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our
sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need to fear anything. Those
who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.
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APPLY the Story

• What did Jesus give up in order to save us?

• Where is Jesus today?

• What does it look like to “lay down your life” for someone else?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our
sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need to fear anything. Those
who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.

Preteen Learner Guide • Easter, Session 2

32

APPLY the Story

• Find Deuteronomy 31:8 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him that Jesus is alive and active in our lives
today.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Philippians 2:5-8

❏❏

Romans 5:8

❏❏

Hebrews 9:28

❏❏

Luke 12:4

❏❏

John 15:13

❏❏

John 10:11
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Unit 9, Session 1

Israel’s
Unfaithfulness
Judges 1–3

Story Point: God’s people repeatedly turned from Him.

Joshua had died. Without a strong leader,
the Israelites disobeyed God and worshiped
false gods. They ignored and forgot about
the one true God. God let an enemy king
take over the Israelites. Then the Israelites
remembered how good they had it when they
loved and obeyed God. They cried out to
Him, “Save us!” God raised up Othniel to
rule over them as the first judge. Othniel led
the Israelites and the land was peaceful for 40
years. Then Othniel died.
Again, Israel ignored God and forgot Him.
God gave the king of Moab power to attack
the Israelites and defeat them. The Israelites
remembered how good they had it when
they loved and obeyed God. They cried out
to Him, “Save us!” So God raised up Ehud.
The Israelites sent Ehud to the king of Moab.
Ehud had a double-edged sword under his
clothes.

When the king stood up, Ehud pulled out
his sword. He pushed it into the king’s belly.
Ehud escaped down the porch, locking the
doors of the room behind him.
When Ehud escaped, he blew a ram’s horn
and he became the Israelites’ leader. “There
was peace in the land for 80 years. When
Ehud died, the Israelites ignored and forgot
God again. They turned away from Him.
When they remembered how good they had
it when the loved and obeyed God, they
cried out to Him, “Save us!” God sent a third
judge, Shamgar, to save them.
Christ Connection: The judges saved the
people from the consequences of their sin, but
not the cause of it. God’s plan was to one day
send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to
be the King of His people. Jesus saves people from
sin forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing letters for the cycle of judges. Then unscramble those
letters to fill in the blanks for the definiton below.
• A

___ OS ___ ASY: The Israelites ignored God and forgot about Him.

• BO

___ D ___ GE: God allowed Israel’s enemies to defeat them.

• ___

___ Y OUT: The Israelites remember how good they had it when
they loved and obey God. They cried out to Him, “Save us!”

• D

___ LIV ___ RER: God raised up a judge to rule over and rescue
His people.

• ___

ASE: The Israelites experienced a time of peace.

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ N __ __ : turning away from sin and turning to Jesus

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Who were the first judges of Israel?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The judges saved the people from the consequences of their sin, but not the cause of it. God’s plan
was to one day send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to be the King of His people. Jesus
saves people from sin forever.
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APPLY the Story

• What cycle of behavior were the Israelites in?

• What did the Israelites need to be rescued from their enemies?

• How does Jesus deliver sinners?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The judges saved the people from the consequences of their sin, but not the cause of it. God’s plan
was to one day send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to be the King of His people. Jesus
saves people from sin forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 John 1:9 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for sending a true Deliverer who can
take away our sin.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Psalm 50:15

❏❏

Psalm 13:5

❏❏

Romans 7:20

❏❏

Psalm 71:4

❏❏

Romans 7:24-25

❏❏

Romans 6:6
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Unit 9, Session 2

Deborah and
Barak
Judges 4–5

Story Point: God used Deborah, Barak, and Jael to rescue His people.

Ehud and Shamgar had been judges over
Israel. After they died, the Israelites ignored
God and forgot about Him. So God allowed
the king of Canaan to overtake them. The
commander of the king’s army was named
Sisera. God’s people remembered how good
life was when they loved and obeyed God.
They cried out to God, “Save us!”

Sisera ran to the tent of Jael. Jael gave
Sisera some milk to drink and covered him
with a rug. Jael took a tent peg and a hammer,
and used them to kill Sisera while he slept.
Barak came, looking for Sisera. Barak went
into Jael’s tent and saw Sisera lying dead.

That day, God allowed the Israelites to
defeat the Canaanites. Deborah and Barak
Deborah was the judge over Israel. Deborah sang a victory song. The land was peaceful for
called for Barak to give him a message from
40 more years.
God. God wanted Barak to gather an army.
Christ Connection: God does what is
God would help Barak defeat Sisera.
for His glory and our good. (Psalm 115:3;
Deborah, Barak, and the army went to
Romans 8:28) God fought for the Israelites
Mount Tabor. Sisera took his chariots and
and used Deborah, Barak, and Jael to defeat
his army to fight against Israel. Barak and
Canaan. In a similar way, God uses people and
his army moved down the mountain toward
events to not only save us from our enemies, but
Sisera and his army. None of them survived
to teach us about our ultimate good: salvation
except Sisera. He had escaped!
through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Match each clue with a key word from the Bible story:
•

the king who overtook Israel

•

Barak

•

a woman who spoke for God

•

Jabin

•

place the Israelite army met

•

Jael

•

defeated Sisera

•

Mount Tabor

•

leader of Israelite army

•

prophetess

•

leader of Jabin’s army

•

Sisera

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Who did God use in His plan to give Israel victory against Canaan?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God does what is for His glory and our good. (Psalm 115:3; Romans 8:28) God fought for the
Israelites and used Deborah, Barak, and Jael to defeat Canaan. In a similar way, God uses
people and events to not only save us from our enemies, but to teach us about our ultimate good:
salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think God rescued His people after they turned away from Him?

• What kind of people does God use in His plan today?

• How can we show we trust God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God does what is for His glory and our good. (Psalm 115:3; Romans 8:28) God fought for the
Israelites and used Deborah, Barak, and Jael to defeat Canaan. In a similar way, God uses
people and events to not only save us from our enemies, but to teach us about our ultimate good:
salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 John 1:9 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking Him to show you opportunities where you can
share the love of Jesus with others.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Lamentations 3:22-23

❏❏

Psalm 103:10

❏❏

Philippians 2:13

❏❏

Malachi 3:6

❏❏

Psalm 56:3-4

❏❏

1 Corinthians 15:10
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Unit 9, Session 3

Gideon
Judges 6–8

Story Point: God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him.

The Israelites once again did not obey God,
so God allowed them to be ruled by their
enemies. They remembered how good life was
when they loved and obeyed God.
They cried out to God, “Save us!” The
angel of the Lord appeared to a man named
Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you,
mighty warrior!”
The Lord had chosen Gideon to deliver
the Israelites from the power of their enemy.
When the time came to go to battle, an
army of men gathered behind Gideon, ready
to fight.
God told Gideon that he had too many
people. Gideon sent home everyone who was
afraid to fight. Ten thousand men remained.
“That’s still too many,” God said.

were to go to the river to drink the water.
Anyone who knelt to drink water was sent
home, but whoever lapped the water with his
hand to his mouth stayed. Three hundred
men remained.
That night, Israel’s army ran toward the
camp of Midianites. Gideon and his army
chased the Midianites, and they ran away.
God gave Israel the victory.
Christ Connection: The Israelites cried
out to God because they knew they could not
save themselves. Even Gideon was not enough
to save them; God used Gideon to help His
people, but God fought the battle for them. The
people needed someone who was mighty to save.
Jesus Christ came to save us from sin because
we cannot save ourselves. Only God, through
Christ, can save us.

God made a test for the people. All of them
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Mark whether each statement is true or false. Look up each reference in the
Bible to check your answers.

T / F 
God’s people were being ruled over by their enemies, the
Midianites. (Judges 6:1)
T / F The Israelites cried out to God, “Go away!” (Judges 6:7)
T / F 
An angel appeared to Gideon and said, “Moses is with you,
valiant warrior!” (Judges 6:12)
Gideon put fleece on the ground because he wanted a sign
T / F 
from God. (Judges 6:37)
God reduced Gideon’s army to 3,000 men. (Judges 7:8)
T / F 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What was surprising about God’s choice of Gideon to deliver His people?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites cried out to God because they knew they could not save themselves. Even Gideon
was not enough to save them; God used Gideon to help His people, but God fought the battle for
them. The people needed someone who was mighty to save. Jesus Christ came to save us from sin
because we cannot save ourselves. Only God, through Christ, can save us.
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APPLY the Story

• How did God use the Israelites’ weakness to show His power?

• How do you think Gideon felt about God’s calling on his life?

• Are you ever afraid to follow God like Gideon was? How does Gideon’s story
help you handle your fear?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites cried out to God because they knew they could not save themselves. Even Gideon
was not enough to save them; God used Gideon to help His people, but God fought the battle for
them. The people needed someone who was mighty to save. Jesus Christ came to save us from sin
because we cannot save ourselves. Only God, through Christ, can save us.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 John 1:9 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking Him to show His power in your weakness.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Isaiah 12:2

❏❏

Hebrews 4:15-16

❏❏

2 Timothy 2:21

❏❏

Psalm 34:4

❏❏

2 Corinthians 12:9

❏❏

Romans 12:4
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Unit 9, Session 4

Samson
Judges 13–16

Story Point: God gave Samson strength to defeat the Philistines.

One day, the angel of the Lord told a
husband and wife that they would have a
son who would save the Israelites from the
Philistines. The woman had a baby, and she
named him Samson. God made Samson
strong. When Samson grew up, he saw a
Philistine woman and wanted to marry her.
One day, a lion jumped out at Samson.
Samson killed the lion.Later, some bees had
made honey in the lion’s body. Samson ate
some of the honey.
Philistine men came to Samson’s wedding.
Samson told them a riddle: “Out of the eater
came something to eat, and out of the strong
came something sweet.” The riddle was about
the lion and the honey, but the men could not
figure it out. They asked Samson’s bride for
help. She told the men the answer. Samson
was angry, and he left his wife.
Later, Samson fell in love with a woman
named Delilah. The Philistines gave Delilah
money to find out why Samson was so strong.

Finally, Samson told Delilah the truth: “If
you cut my hair, I will not have my strength.”
So when Samson was sleeping, a Philistine
man cut his hair. Delilah shouted, “Wake up!
The Philistines are here to kill you!” Samson
wasn’t strong anymore. The Philistines
grabbed him and took him away in chains.
The Philistines made Samson stand
between two pillars in their temple. Samson
cried out to God, “Lord, strengthen me once
more.” So God strengthened Samson. Samson
pushed on the pillars and collapsed the
temple. Samson and everyone in the temple
died, but Samson had saved the Israelites
from the Philistines.
Christ Connection: Samson’s sin led to his
own death, but God used his death to save the
Israelites from their enemies. Samson’s story
reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but God
sent Him to die on the cross and rise again to
rescue people from sin and give them eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Can you answer these riddles?
• What

has a face and two hands but no arms or legs?

• What

has a thumb and four fingers but is not alive?

• What

has to be broken before you can use it?

•

What has a neck but no head?

• What

gets wetter the more it dries?

• What

goes up and doesn’t come back down?

• What

belongs to you but is used more by others?

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How does Samson’s death remind us of Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Samson’s sin led to his own death, but God used his death to save the Israelites from their
enemies. Samson’s story reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but God sent Him to die on the
cross and rise again to rescue people from sin and give them eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Where did Samson’s strength come from?

• How can weakness be a good thing?

• Samson looked like a great deliverer, but was he? What about Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Samson’s sin led to his own death, but God used his death to save the Israelites from their
enemies. Samson’s story reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but God sent Him to die on the
cross and rise again to rescue people from sin and give them eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 John 1:9 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to deliver you from temptation and any
sin that is hindering your relationship with Him.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Hebrews 11:32-34

❏❏

Romans 14:8

❏❏

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

❏❏

Isaiah 40:29

❏❏

Philippians 2:5-9

❏❏

Matthew 26:4
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Unit 9, Session 5

Ruth and Boaz
Ruth

Story Point: God provided a redeemer for Ruth.

Naomi lived in Judah with her husband
and their two sons. There was a famine in the
land, so Naomi and her family decided to go
to Moab. While they were in Moab, Naomi’s
husband died. Naomi’s sons married women
from Moab, Orpah and Ruth. Later, Naomi’s
sons died. Naomi decided to go home.
Orpah returned home, but Ruth clung
to Naomi. So Naomi and Ruth returned to
Bethlehem together.

they were in trouble. Naomi gave Ruth special
instructions. Ruth showed Boaz that she
hoped he would marry her.
Boaz promised to redeem Ruth, which
meant he would buy back the land that
Naomi lost after her husband died, and he
would marry Ruth. Ruth and Boaz had a son
named Obed. When Obed grew up, he was
the father of Jesse, who was the father of King
David.

Ruth went into the fields to gather fallen
grain. She happened to go to the field of
Boaz. Boaz saw Ruth in his field. Boaz told
Ruth to stay in his field where she would be
safe.

Christ Connection: Boaz was a family
redeemer. He helped his close relatives who were
in trouble. Boaz cared for Ruth and Naomi
because their husbands had died. In a similar
way, Jesus is our Redeemer. We need help
because we sin. Jesus bought our salvation for
Ruth returned to Naomi and told her about
us by taking our punishment when He died on
Boaz. “Boaz is one of our family redeemers,”
the cross.
Naomi replied. A family redeemer was
someone who would help his close relatives if
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the
Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Read Ruth 1:2-5; 4:9-10,16-17. The fill in the blanks on the family tree.
_____________ was the wife of Elimelech. They had two sons:
_____________, who married Orpah; and Mahlon, who married Ruth.
After Mahlon died, Ruth married _____________. They had a son
named _____________. He was the father of Jesse, whose son was King
_____________.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did God use Ruth’s family in His plan to send Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his close relatives who were in trouble. Boaz cared for
Ruth and Naomi because their husbands had died. In a similar way, Jesus is our Redeemer. We
need help because we sin. Jesus bought our salvation for us by taking our punishment when He
died on the cross.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do we need Jesus to be our Redeemer?

• Why do you think Jesus loves all people?

• What evidence of God’s grace have you seen in your own life

CHRIST CONNECTION
Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his close relatives who were in trouble. Boaz cared for
Ruth and Naomi because their husbands had died. In a similar way, Jesus is our Redeemer. We
need help because we sin. Jesus bought our salvation for us by taking our punishment when He
died on the cross.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 9, Session 5

52

APPLY the Story

• Find 1 John 1:9 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for sending Jesus to redeem sinners.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏❏

Romans 6:6-7

❏❏

Matthew 1:5

❏❏

2 Peter 3:9

❏❏

Galatians 3:13

❏❏

Ephesians 2:4-7

❏❏

Titus 2:14
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