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Unit 10, Session 1

Hannah and 
Samuel
1 Samuel 1–3

Story Point: God called Hannah’s son to share God’s plan.

Hannah was very sad because she did not 
have any children. Hannah prayed, “Lord, if 
You give me a son, I will dedicate him to You. 
He will serve You all of his life.”

A priest named Eli watched Hannah pray. 
Eli replied, “May God answer your prayers.”

God did answer her prayers. After some 
time, Hannah gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel. When Samuel was no 
longer a baby, Hannah took him to Eli at the 
tabernacle.

Hannah returned home and left Samuel 
with Eli to serve God. God gave Hannah 
many more children.

One night, Eli was in his bed and Samuel 
was lying in the tabernacle when Samuel 
heard someone call his name. “Here I am,” 
Samuel replied. He ran to Eli.

But it wasn’t Eli. He told Samuel to go 
back to bed. God called Samuel three times, 
and each time Samuel ran to Eli. Eli finally 
understood that God was calling to Samuel. 
He told Samuel how to respond. Samuel went 
back to his place, and God called, “Samuel, 
Samuel!”

“Speak, for Your servant is listening,” 
Samuel replied. As Samuel grew, God was 
with him. Everyone in Israel knew that 
Samuel was God’s messenger. God used 
Samuel to share His plan with the nation of 
Israel.

Christ Connection: Samuel used God’s words 
to tell the people what God is like. John 1:1 says 
that Jesus is the Word. Jesus—the Son of God—
told the world about God’s plan and showed 
what God is like.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use the words from the word list to fill in the blanks and complete Samuel’s 
story. (Word List: listening, speak, Eli, God, Hannah, Israel, Samuel)

______________________ gave birth to a son and named him 

______________________ .  Hannah left Samuel with the priest 

______________________ to serve God. One night, Samuel was lying in 

the ______________________ when someone called his name.

Finally, Samuel said, “______________________ , for your servant is 

______________________ .” ______________________ used Samuel to 

share His plan with the nation of ______________________ . 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What message did God have for Eli’s family?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Samuel used God’s words to tell the people what God is like. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word. 
Jesus—the Son of God—told the world about God’s plan and showed what God is like.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 10, Session 1 114



APPLY the Story

• How does God speak to us today?

• What message do we have to share with the world?

• Have you ever been afraid to share the gospel? Why or why not?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Samuel used God’s words to tell the people what God is like. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word. 
Jesus—the Son of God—told the world about God’s plan and showed what God is like.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 10:6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for His Word. Praise God for hearing us 
when we pray and for giving us everything we need.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 2 Timothy 3:16-17

 ❏ Isaiah 12:4

 ❏ Galatians 1:10-12

 ❏ Proverbs 19:20

 ❏ Jeremiah 33:3

 ❏ Philippians 4:6
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Unit 10, Session 2

The Ark Was 
Captured
1 Samuel 4–6

Story Point:  God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.

One day the Philistines defeated Israel. 
The leaders of Israel said, “Why did God 
let us lose to the Philistines?” The Israelites 
decided to take the ark of the covenant to the 
battlefield. Maybe the ark would help them 
win. When the army of Israelites saw the ark, 
they shouted with joy. Surely they would win 
the battle now!

The Philistines came out to fight against 
the Israelites, and the Philistines won again! 
They even captured the ark of God! 

The Philistines took the ark of God to 
a temple where they worshiped a false god 
named Dagon. They put the ark next to a 
statue of Dagon. The next morning, the 
Philistines entered the temple and saw that 
Dagon’s statue was facedown in front of 
the ark. They set the statue back up where 
it belonged. The next day, the statue was 

facedown again. This time, its head and hands 
were broken off.

God punished the people living in the 
city where the Philistines kept the ark. They 
decided to return the ark along with gifts 
of gold to show they were sorry for taking 
it. They hitched two cows to a cart and put 
the ark on the cart. The cows moved the ark 
down the road until the ark of God was back 
with the Israelites, where it belonged.

Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded 
the Israelites that God was with them. Years 
later, God gave His people something greater 
than a sign that He was with them; God gave 
them His Son Jesus—God in the flesh. One of 
Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God 
with us.”
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Cross out every fourth letter to answer the question, Is anything or anyone 
greater than God?

GODHISGTREASTERETHAJNEVOERYWTHIBNGASNDEXVERTYONME

_____ _____ _____   _____ _____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   _____ _____ _____ _____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

_____ _____ _____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ .

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What greater sign did God give to show that He is with us?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God gave His people 
something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His Son Jesus—God in the 
flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
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APPLY the Story

• What was wrong with the Israelites’ battle strategy?

• Do you always consult God when you want something to happen a certain 
way? Why or why not?

• How is God with us today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God gave His people 
something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His Son Jesus—God in the 
flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 10:6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising Him for His greatness. Thank Him for sending 
His Son to earth and for giving the Holy Spirit to everyone who trusts in 
Him.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Psalm 115:3

 ❏ John 14:13

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 3:16

 ❏ John 1:14

 ❏ Proverbs 16:9

 ❏ Isaiah 41:13
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Unit 10, Session 3

Israel’s First 
King
1 Samuel 8–15

Story Point: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them.

Samuel was a judge over Israel. The leaders 
of Israel said, “We want a king like the 
nations around us!” Samuel prayed to God. 
God said, “Give them what they want, but 
warn them what it will be like to have an 
earthly king.”

God brought to Samuel a man named 
Saul. “You will be king!” Samuel said. Samuel 
anointed Saul, and the Spirit of God was 
with Saul. When the time came for Samuel to 
introduce the Israelites to their new king, no 
one could find Saul. God said, “There he is, 
hidden among the supplies.” The people ran 
to Saul. “Long live the king!” they said.

Saul did not obey God. One day, Saul took 
an army to fight the Philistines. Saul wanted 
to ask God for help. Maybe if he made an 
offering to God, they would win the battle. 
There was one problem: only the priests, like 
Samuel, were allowed to give offerings to 

God. Saul waited, but Samuel did not come. 
Saul’s soldiers started to leave, so Saul made 
an offering to God himself. Then Samuel 
arrived. “You have disobeyed God,” Samuel 
said. “You will not be king much longer.”

When the Israelites won a battle against 
the Amalekites, God wanted Saul to destroy 
everything, but Saul disobeyed. Samuel 
confronted Saul. Saul admitted his sin and 
asked for forgiveness. Samuel said, “God has 
taken away your kingship today, and He will 
make someone else king.”

Christ Connection: God intended for a 
heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the 
Israelites did not trust God’s plan and wanted 
a king like the nations around them. God gave 
them a king, but Saul did not obey God. God 
had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus 
trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so 
sinners could be forgiven and accepted.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Find and circle the words in the word search:

battle, destroy, help, Israel, judge, king, obey, offerings, Philistines, pray, 
priests, reject, Samuel, Saul, sin

P H I L I S T I N E S F B N R L D G

R R R C P L M D T G N I K H L F K I

I C A S G N I R E F F O N G E M Q S

E Q T Y O R T S E D L B A T T L E R

S A U L D K B C F K R E J E C T P A

T J C B J U D G E L P Y D N G W N E

S A M U E L R T G M W T L K P D C L

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why did God reject Saul as king?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan 
and wanted a king like the nations around them. God gave them a king, but Saul did not obey 
God. God had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and 
died so sinners could be forgiven and accepted.
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APPLY the Story

• Why didn’t God want His people to have an earthly king?

• Why do you think people live for things other than Jesus?

• How should believers be different than others around them?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan 
and wanted a king like the nations around them. God gave them a king, but Saul did not obey 
God. God had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and 
died so sinners could be forgiven and accepted.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 10:6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to help you trust Him and His plan. Ask for 
wisdom to know when you should be different from the people around you.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ John 18:36-37

 ❏ Matthew 13:44

 ❏ Luke 6:27-30

 ❏ Proverbs 21:1

 ❏ 1 John 5:3

 ❏ 1 Samuel 15:22
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Unit 11, Session 1

David Was 
Anointed
1 Samuel 16–17

Story Point: God chose David to be king instead of Saul.

Saul was the king of Israel, but he 
disobeyed God. So God chose a new king for 
Israel. God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to visit 
a man named Jesse. One of Jesse’s sons would 
be Israel’s next king. Jesse had eight sons. God 
told Samuel, “Do not pay attention to what 
he looks like. You look at what you can see on 
the outside, but I see the heart.”

One by one, Jesse’s sons approached 
Samuel, but God had not chosen them. “Do 
you have any more sons?” Samuel asked. Jesse 
sent for David. When David arrived, God 
told Samuel, “He’s the one!”

Samuel anointed David. When the 
Philistines gathered an army to fight Israel, 
King Saul got his army ready too. The 
Philistines had a great warrior named Goliath. 
Goliath shouted at the Israelites, “Send me 
your best man, and we’ll fight one-on-one.” 
But none of the Israelites wanted to fight 

Goliath. David saw Goliath and how the 
Israelites were so afraid. David turned to King 
Saul and said, “I’ll fight him!” David trusted 
God to keep him safe.

David chose five stones from a nearby 
stream and met Goliath armed only with 
the stones and a slingshot. David ran toward 
Goliath. He slung a rock and hit Goliath 
in the forehead. Goliath fell facedown, and 
David killed him. The Israelites won the 
battle, and the Philistines ran away.

Christ Connection: David did not look like 
a king or a mighty warrior, but God chose him 
to be king over Israel and gave him victory over 
Goliath. The Israelites were too weak and afraid 
to face Goliath; they needed David to fight on 
their behalf. In a similar way, though Jesus did 
not look like a warrior or king, we need Him to 
fight for us. Jesus gives us victory over sin and 
death.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Move forward or backward in the alphabet from each letter as instructed. 
Write the new letter in the space provided to discover whom God chose to 
be king instead of Saul. (Example: A + 2 = C)

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______
B + 2 G - 6 J + 12 E + 4 K - 7

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What did Samuel learn about how God sees people?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David did not look like a king or a mighty warrior, but God chose him to be king over Israel 
and gave him victory over Goliath. The Israelites were too weak and afraid to face Goliath; they 
needed David to fight on their behalf. In a similar way, though Jesus did not look like a warrior 
or king, we need Him to fight for us. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 11, Session 1 126



APPLY the Story

• Why was David willing to fight Goliath? Was he simply confident?

• Who do you most relate to in the story—David or the fearful Israelites? Why?

• How does Jesus’ victory help us face other challenges in our lives?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David did not look like a king or a mighty warrior, but God chose him to be king over Israel 
and gave him victory over Goliath. The Israelites were too weak and afraid to face Goliath; they 
needed David to fight on their behalf. In a similar way, though Jesus did not look like a warrior 
or king, we need Him to fight for us. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking Him to give you power to overcome fear by 
trusting in God’s power and wisdom.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Proverbs 18:10

 ❏ John 16:33

 ❏ 2 Timothy 1:7

 ❏ Psalm 23:5

 ❏ Matthew 10:28-31

 ❏ Ephesians 3:20-21
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Unit 11, Session 2

David Showed 
Mercy
1 Samuel 24

Story Point: David showed mercy even though Saul hated him.

David was hiding in the wilderness. King 
Saul was jealous of David and went looking 
for him. David and his men were hiding in 
the back of a cave when Saul happened to 
pass by. Saul decided to go inside.

David got close to Saul and secretly cut off 
the corner of Saul’s robe. Saul didn’t realize 
that David was there. David did not let his 
men fight against Saul. Then Saul left the 
cave and went on his way.

David left the cave and called to Saul, 
“My lord the king!” Saul turned around, and 
David knelt low before him. 

“See, God handed you over to me today 
in the cave. I had a chance to kill you, but I 
showed mercy.” David showed Saul the corner 
of the robe that he had cut.

When Saul heard David’s words, he cried. 
“You are more righteous than I,” Saul said, 
“because you have done what is good to me 
though I have done what is evil to you. May 
God reward you for your kindness.”

Saul realized God was with David, and he 
knew David would be the king of Israel.

Christ Connection: David showed mercy to 
Saul, his enemy, because David trusted God’s 
plan. Jesus also trusted His Father’s plan. He 
died on the cross so His enemies could experience 
God’s mercy and live forever as part of God’s 
family.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Circle the word that correctly fits in each blank. Look up the reference in 
your Bible to check your work.

Saul wanted to _______ (hug/kill) David. (1 Samuel 19:1-2)

David and his men were hiding in a _______ (cave/basement) when Saul 
happened to pass by. (1 Samuel 24:3)

David secret cut off the corner of Saul’s _______ (robe/ear). (1 Samuel 24:4)

Saul realized _______ (no one/the Lord) was with David. (1 Samuel 24:18)

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What was surprising about David’s actions?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David showed mercy to Saul, his enemy, because David trusted God’s plan. Jesus also trusted His 
Father’s plan. He died on the cross so His enemies could experience God’s mercy and live forever 
as part of God’s family.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did David show mercy to Saul?

• How do we know God is merciful?

• What are some ways you could show mercy to someone?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David showed mercy to Saul, his enemy, because David trusted God’s plan. Jesus also trusted His 
Father’s plan. He died on the cross so His enemies could experience God’s mercy and live forever 
as part of God’s family.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for His great mercy. Ask God to help you 
see others as He sees them and to treat others with mercy and love.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 1 Samuel 24:6

 ❏ Lamentations 3:22-23

 ❏ Matthew 5:7

 ❏ Luke 6:36

 ❏ Matthew 5:7

 ❏ Mark 5:19
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Unit 11, Session 3

God’s Covenant 
with David
2 Samuel 6–7

Story Point: God promised that the Messiah would come from David’s family.

God chose David to be the next king of 
Israel. David lived in a beautiful palace in the 
city of Jerusalem.

One day, David was talking with Nathan 
the prophet. David said, “I live in a palace 
of nice cedar wood, but the ark of God sits 
inside a tent! Shouldn’t God have a nicer 
house than I do?” David wanted to build a 
temple for the ark of God.

That night, God gave Nathan a message for 
David. This is what God told Nathan to say:

“David, are you going to build a house for 
Me to live in? My house has been a tent. Did 
I ever ask anyone to build a temple for Me?

“You used to be a shepherd, David, but 
I made you a king. I promise you, David, 
that you and your descendants will be kings. 
When you die, one of your sons will be king. 

He will build a house for Me. When your son 
dies, his son will be king. Someone in your 
family will be king forever.”

Nathan told David everything God said. 
David prayed: “God, I don’t deserve anything 
You have done for me, and You promise to do 
so much more! You are so great! There is no 
one like You! God, please keep Your promises. 
I know Your words are always true.”

Christ Connection: God promised David 
that every future king of Israel would come from 
David’s family, and David’s kingdom would last 
forever. God kept His promise by sending His 
Son, Jesus, as one of David’s descendants. Jesus is 
our King who will rule over God’s people forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Look up each reference in the Bible to match names on David’s family tree:

 ❏ Genesis 3:20

 ❏ Matthew 1:2

 ❏ Genesis 25:26

 ❏ Matthew 1:6

 ❏ Matthew 1:18

 ❏ Matthew 1:20

 ❏ Abraham

 ❏ David

 ❏ Eve

 ❏ Jacob

 ❏ Joseph

 ❏ Mary

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Which of David’s descendants is King forever?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God promised David that every future king of Israel would come from David’s family, and 
David’s kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise by sending His Son, Jesus, as one of 
David’s descendants. Jesus is our King who will rule over God’s people forever.
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APPLY the Story

• What had God done for David? How do you think that affected David’s ability 
to trust God’s promise about the future?

• Why is God’s covenant with David special to us today? 

• Why is it better to live for God’s kingdom rather than living for ourselves?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God promised David that every future king of Israel would come from David’s family, and 
David’s kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise by sending His Son, Jesus, as one of 
David’s descendants. Jesus is our King who will rule over God’s people forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking for help to trust God to keep His promises and 
that God would be glorified by our faith in Him.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Psalm 33:20-22

 ❏ 2 Timothy 2:8,11

 ❏ James 2:5; 4:14

 ❏ Hebrews 13:20-21

 ❏ Romans 12:1

 ❏ Ephesians 2:19-22
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Unit 11, Session 4

David’s Kindness
2 Samuel 9

Story Point: David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son.

David was a good king for Israel. One 
day, David thought about King Saul and his 
family. David and Saul’s son Jonathan had 
been best friends. He had promised to be kind 
to Jonathan’s family. 

David said to one of Saul’s servants, “I 
want to show kindness to someone from 
Saul’s family. Is anyone still alive?” The 
servant said, “Yes, Jonathan’s son—the one 
whose feet were injured—is still alive.”

The servant told David where Jonathan’s 
son lived. His name was Mephibosheth. 
David called for him to his palace. 
“Mephibosheth!” David said.  Mephibosheth 
answered, “I am your servant.”

“Don’t be afraid. I made a promise to your 
father, Jonathan, and I want to show you 
kindness for your father’s sake.”

David told Mephibosheth what he would 
do for him. “I will give you all the land that 
belonged to your grandfather, Saul. Also, I 
want you to eat all your meals at my table.”

“Why would you show such kindness to 
someone like me?” he wondered.

David made sure that Saul’s servants 
would take care of the land and farm it 
for Mephibosheth. From that time on, 
Mephibosheth lived at the palace and ate his 
meals at King David’s table as if he were one 
of King David’s own sons.

Christ Connection: King David showed 
surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though 
he didn’t have to. In a greater way, God shows 
surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He 
invites us into His family and gives us life with 
Him forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use the words in the word list to fill in the Christ Connection. 
Word List: family, forever, greater, Jesus, kindness, Mephibosheth

King David showed surprising  ____________________ to 
____________________ even though he didn’t have to. In a 
_______________ way, God shows surprising kindness to us. Because of 
_______________ , He invites us into His _______________ and gives us 
life with Him ____________________. 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How can we respond to the good news of the gospel?

CHRIST CONNECTION
King David showed surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though he didn’t have to. In a 
greater way, God shows surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He invites us into His family 
and gives us life with Him forever.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 11, Session 4 138



APPLY the Story

• How did David show kindness to Jonathan’s son?

• How does God show kindness to us?

• How can showing kindness help people understand God’s kindness?

CHRIST CONNECTION
King David showed surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though he didn’t have to. In a 
greater way, God shows surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He invites us into His family 
and gives us life with Him forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for showing great kindness to His 
people. Pray that you would show God’s love to others as you choose to 
show kindness.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 2 Samuel 9:7

 ❏ Titus 3:4-7

 ❏ Colossians 3:12

 ❏ 2 Corinthians 2:14-15

 ❏ Luke 6:35

 ❏ Galatians 6:10
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Unit 11, Session 5

David Sinned and 
Was Restored
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

Story Point: David repented and God forgave him.

David was the king of Israel. One spring, 
David sent out the army. David stayed in 
Jerusalem. One evening, David looked out 
from his palace and saw a beautiful woman 
named Bathsheba. David sent his messengers 
to get Bathsheba, and she came to David’s 
house. Later, Bathsheba told David that she 
was going to have a baby; the baby would be 
David’s.

David knew what he had done was wrong. 
So David made a plan to make sure no one 
found out that Bathsheba’s baby was his.

David called Uriah home from the battle 
and told him to go spend time with his wife. 
But Uriah refused to visit his wife.

So David instructed the leader of the 
army to send Uriah into the hardest part of 
the battle so he would be killed. This time, 
David’s plan worked. David took Bathsheba 

into his house to be his wife, and she had a 
baby boy.

God knew what David had done, and He 
was not happy with David. God sent Nathan 
the prophet to talk to David. God had given 
David a position of great power, and David 
took what wasn’t his. David realized he had 
sinned against God. David deserved to die. 
David confessed his sin and prayed, “God, 
create a clean heart for me.” God wanted 
David’s heart to change so that he would not 
want to sin again.

Christ Connection: When David sinned 
against God, God forgave him, but sin always 
comes with a price. God spared David’s life, 
but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve 
death. But we can receive God’s forgiveness 
because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the price 
for our sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Number the events from David’s life in the order they happened:

_________  David sinned and then repented.

_________  David became Israel’s king.

_________  David fought Goliath and killed him.

_________  Samuel anointed David.

_________  David showed mercy to King Saul.

_________  David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did David react when he realized God knew his sin?

CHRIST CONNECTION
When David sinned against God, God forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. God 
spared David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve death. But we can receive 
God’s forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sin.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 11, Session 5 142



APPLY the Story

• In Psalm 51, what did David ask God to do?

• Do you ever try to hide your sin? Why? 

• Why can God forgive us?

CHRIST CONNECTION
When David sinned against God, God forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. God 
spared David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve death. But we can receive 
God’s forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for sending Jesus to die on the cross for 
your sin. Confess any sin, bringing it before God to receive forgiveness and 
restoration.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 1 John 1:9

 ❏ Acts 3:19

 ❏ Hebrews 2:14-15

 ❏ Acts 2:38

 ❏ Psalm 139:11-12

 ❏ Proverbs 28:13
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Unit 11, Session 6

David’s Psalm
Psalm 23

Story Point: David wrote a psalm to praise God.

In Bible times, people wrote songs called 
psalms to praise God. David loved God with 
all his heart, and he wrote many of the psalms 
in the Bible. Before David was a king, he was 
a shepherd. He fought off lions and bears to 
protect the sheep. When David thought about 
God, he realized that God is like a shepherd. 
This is a psalm that David wrote about God:

“The Lord is my shepherd.
I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in green pastures;
He leads me beside quiet waters.
He gives me strength, and
He leads me along the right paths
for His name’s sake.
Even when I go through the darkest valley,
I do not fear danger,
for You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff comfort me.
“You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Only goodness and faithful love will be 
with me
all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord 
forever.”

Christ Connection: David compared God’s 
love, protection, and guidance for His people to 
that provided by a shepherd for his sheep. Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd. He laid down His life to 
save people from sin. Because of Jesus, we have 
hope that one day we will live with God forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Choose a verse from Psalm 23 and write it below. Underline the words that 
are most important to you:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What shepherd-like descriptions did David use of God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David compared God’s love, protection, and guidance for His people to that provided by a 
shepherd for his sheep. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He laid down His life to save people from sin. 
Because of Jesus, we have hope that one day we will live with God forever.
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APPLY the Story

• In what ways is God like a shepherd?

• Why do you think people sometimes wander from God? 

• How is Psalm 23 comforting to you?

CHRIST CONNECTION
David compared God’s love, protection, and guidance for His people to that provided by a 
shepherd for his sheep. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He laid down His life to save people from sin. 
Because of Jesus, we have hope that one day we will live with God forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Psalm 145:13 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to help you hear and follow His voice. 
Praise Jesus for His protection and comfort as our Good Shepherd.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ John 10:11

 ❏ Matthew 9:36

 ❏ 2 Corinthians 1:3

 ❏ Ezekiel 34:30-31

 ❏ Isaiah 40:10-11

 ❏ 1 Peter 2:24-25
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Unit 12, Session 1

Solomon Asked 
for Wisdom
1 Kings 2–3

Story Point: God gave Solomon wisdom to lead His people.

When David died, Solomon became the 
king of Israel.

One night, God appeared to Solomon in a 
dream. God said, “Solomon, ask for anything 
you want, and I will give it to you.”

Solomon prayed, “God, I am young, and I 
do not know very much about being a king. 
Please make me wise and obedient to You. 
Help me know the difference between right 
and wrong. Help me lead Your people well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. 
God said, “I will give you wisdom. In fact, I 
will make you more wise and understanding 
than anyone who has ever lived. No one in 
the future will ever be as wise as Solomon.”

God also said, “Because you asked for 
wisdom, I will also give you what you did not 
ask for: long life, riches, and honor. You will 

be greater than any other king during your 
lifetime.”

Then Solomon woke up. He praised God 
and offered sacrifices to worship Him.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king 
who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t 
perfect, but God had a plan to give His people 
a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus 
completely trusted God. Jesus surrendered His 
own life to die on the cross for our sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Decide if each statement is true or false. Find and read the Scripture 
references in your Bible to check your answers.

T F   1. Solomon became king after his father, David, died. (1 Kings 2:10-12)

T F   2. God appeared to Solomon in a burning bush. (1 Kings 3:5)

T F   3. Solomon asked God for power, riches, and a long life. (1 Kings 3:9)

T F   4. God gave Solomon wisdom, riches, and honor. (1 Kings 3:12-13)

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did Jesus demonstrate wisdom?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t perfect, but God had a 
plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. 
Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think Solomon asked for wisdom instead of something else? 

• How is Jesus greater than Solomon?

• Why do you think people sometimes refuse to seek wisdom from God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t perfect, but God had a 
plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. 
Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find James 1:5 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to fill you with wisdom to live in a way 
that honors Him.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Ecclesiastes 7:19

 ❏ Colossians 2:3

 ❏ Proverbs 28:26

 ❏ Job 32:8-9

 ❏ Proverbs 19:20

 ❏ Romans 11:33-36
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Unit 12, Session 2

Wisdom for 
God’s People
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; 
Song of Songs

Story Point: Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His Word.

God gave King Solomon wisdom to lead 
His people. People came from far away to 
hear Solomon’s wise words. Solomon wrote 
thousands of wise sayings called proverbs. In 
the Book of Proverbs, Solomon said to love 
and worship God. He told people how to 
make wise decisions. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,” 
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3:5. He also wrote 
other wise sayings like, “A gentle answer turns 
away anger, but a harsh word stirs up wrath,” 
and “Even a young man is known by his 
actions—by whether his behavior is pure and 
upright.”

Some people do not always listen to God’s 
words. Solomon wrote, “Fools hate wisdom 
and instruction.”

Solomon wrote another book in the Bible 
called Ecclesiastes. The Book of Ecclesiastes 
has wisdom for people too. Solomon wrote 
about money and work and how to live a 
good life.

Solomon also wrote a poem about love. 
This poem is called Song of Songs. Solomon 
wrote this poem to celebrate God’s wise plan 
for love and marriage.

Christ Connection: Wisdom in the Bible 
shows us how to be like Jesus—in how we live, 
how we speak, and how we think. But wisdom 
cannot save us. Only Jesus, who perfectly 
followed God’s wise plan, can rescue us from sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• How many words can you make using the letters in these Bible books? List 
them and then compare your list with friends.

PROVERBS ECCLESIASTES SONG OF SONGS

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What are the two ways to live?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Wisdom in the Bible shows us how to be like Jesus—in how we live, how we speak, and how we 
think. But wisdom cannot save us. Only Jesus, who perfectly followed God’s wise plan, can rescue 
us from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Who has the best plan for your life?

• Why is it foolish to try to live without God? 

• How can you seek to grow in wisdom?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Wisdom in the Bible shows us how to be like Jesus—in how we live, how we speak, and how we 
think. But wisdom cannot save us. Only Jesus, who perfectly followed God’s wise plan, can rescue 
us from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find James 1:5 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for His Word and asking Him for wisdom 
and understanding.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Proverbs 16:9

 ❏ Ephesians 5:15-17

 ❏ Proverbs 2:6

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 1:24-25

 ❏ Ephesians 1:7-8

 ❏ 2 Timothy 3:15-16
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Unit 12, Session 3

Solomon Built 
the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

S tory Point: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell with 
them.

Solomon began to build a temple for 
the Lord. Solomon ordered thousands of 
workers to help build the temple. They laid 
a foundation and built the outside of the 
temple. God blessed the temple and promised 
Solomon, “If you obey My commands, I will 
keep the promise I made to David. I will live 
among the Israelites, and I will not abandon 
My people.”

The temple was built in seven years. It was 
beautiful! Solomon hired men to make bronze 
furnishings for the temple. When the temple 
was complete, Solomon moved the ark of 
God to the new temple. Solomon gathered 
the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the 
ark to the most holy place in the temple, King 
Solomon and the leaders sacrificed sheep and 
cattle to the Lord.

When the priests came out of the temple, a 

cloud filled the temple. God’s glory was in the 
cloud. Solomon spoke to the Israelites: “God 
promised David that his son would build a 
temple. God kept His promise!”

Solomon prayed. He thought about the 
future. Solomon knew Israel would sin and 
make God angry again; so he asked for 
forgiveness for God to hear their prayers. 
When Solomon had finished praying, he 
encouraged the Israelites to love and obey 
God. The people returned to their homes, 
joyful because God was good to them.

Christ Connection: The temple was a place 
where God was with His people. The people 
could go there to make sacrifices and worship 
God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with 
us wherever we go. We can look to Him for 
forgiveness and help.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Check the items you think King Solomon needed to build the temple. 
Cross out the items he didn’t need.

 ❏ window frames

 ❏ finished stones

 ❏ banjos

 ❏ paintbrushes

 ❏ pure gold

 ❏ cedar planks

 ❏ cedar paneling

 ❏ measuring tape

 ❏ cypress boards

 ❏ apples

 ❏ bronze

 ❏ olive wood

 ❏ doors

 ❏ screwdriver

 ❏ bulldozer

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What was the purpose of the temple?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The temple was a place where God was with His people. The people could go there to make 
sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with us wherever we go. We can 
look to Him for forgiveness and help.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did Solomon want to build a temple for God?

• The temple Solomon built was where people went to meet with God. Why 
don’t people have to go to a temple now to meet with God?

• How do you feel about communicating with God? 

CHRIST CONNECTION
The temple was a place where God was with His people. The people could go there to make 
sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with us wherever we go. We can 
look to Him for forgiveness and help.
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APPLY the Story

• Find James 1:5 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for the local church and asking God to 
make you aware of His presence.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 1 Kings 5:2-5

 ❏ Hebrews 4:16

 ❏ James 5:13

 ❏ Hebrews 10:24-25

 ❏ Romans 12:5

 ❏ Matthew 18:20
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Unit 12, Session 4

The Kingdom 
Divided
1 Kings 11–12

Story Point:  God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon sinned.

King Solomon loved God, but he did not 
love God with his whole heart. He began 
to worship the false gods that his wives 
worshiped. God said to Solomon, “Since you 
have done this, I will take the kingdom away 
from you. You will be king the rest of your 
life, but when your son becomes king, he will 
lose everything except for one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam 
became king. The people told Rehoboam, 
“Your father, Solomon, made us work too 
hard. We will gladly serve you if you make 
our work easier.”

Rehoboam told the workers, “My father 
did not make you work hard enough! I’ll 
make you work even harder!”

The people did not want to serve a king 
like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam king.

Jeroboam had been one of Solomon’s 
officials. Now he was king of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. Only one tribe remained 
under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah.

Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel, but 
he wasn’t a good king. Jeroboam led all the 
people to worship the false gods instead of the 
one true God.

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to 
lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people needed 
a better king, a perfect king! Through David’s 
family, God would send His own Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people 
forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus 
brings His people together and leads them back 
to God.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• What does God know? Find the words in these spaces to find the answer:

6 God over the A6, B4, B1, C3, C6, A3, B2, C1, A5

____________ _______________

_____________________________

_______________ _____________

_______________ , _______________ ,

_______________ _______________ .

5 future learned Moses

4 Paul knows for

3 past time about

2 Joshua present taught

1 an everything and

A B C

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What kind of leader did God’s people need?

CHRIST CONNECTION
King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King 
over God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and leads 
them back to God.
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APPLY the Story

• Why wasn’t Solomon the right king for God’s people? 

• What kinds of things distract you from God?

• What hope do we have even when our lives are turned upside down by sin? 

CHRIST CONNECTION
King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King 
over God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and leads 
them back to God.
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APPLY the Story

• Find James 1:5 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to draw your heart to Him. Pray that you 
would trust Him over all earthly things.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Luke 11:31

 ❏ Psalm 20:7

 ❏ Proverbs 16:4

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 1:10

 ❏ Galatians 6:7

 ❏ Isaiah 17:9-10
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